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The Family of God Gathers

Gathering Music “End of Summer”

Please let the prelude be a signal to prepare for worship. Robert D. Vandall

Greeting

Call to Worship †§

L: Upon this gathering of your people, pour out your Spirit, O Lord.
P: Be near to us and speak to us, and we will proclaim your goodness.
L: The maker of heaven and earth offers us new life through Christ’s resurrection.
P: Blessed be God’s holy name!

Opening Hymn 67 Verses 1–4 Page 8 “Let Me Enter God’s Own Dwelling”

Prayer of Confession †
God, our hope and our source of life, you know our great transgressions, our
hidden faults, our secret sins. With our hands we grasp at power; with our feet
we stumble into evil; with our eyes we look out for ourselves. Forgive us,
gracious God, and lead us in your holy way of life and love and peace; for the
sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon §
L: Even before we speak the words, God knows us and offers us grace: in Jesus’

name, you are forgiven!
P: You are forgiven!
L: May the peace of Christ be with you!
P: And also with you!

The Sign of Peace
Now please take a moment and share the peace with those in your household and/or offer
a moment to send prayers of peace to those you love who are not with you.

Centering Music Verse 3 Page 9 “Open My Eyes, That I May See”
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The Service of the Word

Psalm 19:7–14
L: The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; the decrees of the Lord are

sure, making wise the simple; the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the
heart; the commandment of the Lord is clear, enlightening the eyes; the fear of
the Lord is pure, enduring forever; the ordinances of the Lord are true and
righteous altogether. 

P: More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; sweeter also
than honey, and drippings of the honeycomb.

L: Moreover by them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great
reward. 

P: But who can detect their errors? Clear me from hidden faults. 
L: Keep back your servant also from the insolent; do not let them have dominion

over me. Then I shall be blameless, and innocent of great transgression.
P: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable to

you, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.

Gospel Mark 9:38–50 

John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name,
and we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.” But Jesus said, “Do not
stop him; for no one who does a deed of power in my name will be able soon
afterward to speak evil of me. Whoever is not against us is for us. For truly I tell
you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name of Christ
will by no means lose the reward. 

“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe
in me, it would be better for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck
and you were thrown into the sea. If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is
better for you to enter life maimed than to have two hands and to go to hell, to the
unquenchable fire. And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for
you to enter life lame than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell.  And if your
eye causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of
God with one eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, where their
worm never dies, and the fire is never quenched. 

“For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good; but if salt has lost its
saltiness, how can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one
another.” 
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Sermon

Reception of New Members

Invitation
L: We invite to come forward those who wish to unite with us in this household

of faith.

Friends in Christ, we are all received into the church through the sacrament
of baptism. These people have found nurture and support in the midst of the
family of Christ. Through prayer and study they have been led by the Holy
Spirit to affirm their baptism and to claim in our presence covenantal
relationship with Christ and the members of the church. They are here for
service to Jesus Christ, using the gifts which the Holy Spirit bestows.

Sentences
L: You are no longer strangers and sojourners, but you are equally citizens with

the saints and members of the household of God, built upon the foundation of
the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus alone being the cornerstone, in whom
the whole structure is joined together for a dwelling place of God in the
Spirit.

Address
L: By your baptism you were made one with us in the body of Christ, the

church. Today we rejoice in your pilgrimage of faith which has brought you
to this time and place. We give thanks for every community of faith that has
been your spiritual home, and we celebrate your presence in this household
of faith.

Question about Participation 
L: Do you promise to participate in the life and mission of this family of God’s

people, sharing regularly in the worship of God and enlisting in the work of
this local church as it serves this community and the world?

Candidates:
I promise, with the help of God.
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Welcome and Reception
L: Let us, the members of Plymouth Congregational United Church of Christ,

express our welcome and affirm our mutual ministry in Christ.
P: We welcome you with joy in the common life of this church. We promise

you our friendship and prayers as we share the hopes and labors of the
church of Jesus Christ. By the power of the Holy Spirit may we continue
to grow together in God’s knowledge and love and be witnesses of our
risen Savior.

Greeting of Christian Love
L: In the name of Jesus Christ, and on behalf of Plymouth Congregational

United Church of Christ, we extend to you the hand of Christian love,
welcoming you into the company of this local church.

Prayer
L: O God, we praise you for calling us to faith and for gathering us into the

church, the body of Christ. We thank you for your people gathered in this
local church and rejoice that you have increased our community of faith.
Together may we live in the Spirit, building one another up in love, sharing
in the life and worship of the church, and serving the world for the sake of
Jesus Christ.

All: Amen.

Benediction
L: Go in the peace of Christ.
P: Thanks be to God.

Offering “Jesus Loves Me” Deb Zehms, soloist

Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise God all creatures here below
Praise God above ye heavenly host
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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Prayer of Dedication of Gifts and Self †§

Your gift of life, O God, is more precious than gold and sweeter than honey to
our lips. Take these gifts of our lives and let them be for the world a sign of your
goodness and grace. Amen.

Joys and Concerns

Prayers of the People

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.

Closing Hymn 436 Verses 1–4 Page 10 “God of Grace and God of Glory”

Benediction †

L: May the spirit of the Lord rest upon you,
P: the word of the Lord live within you,
L: and the glory of the Lord shine around you, this day and always.
All: Alleluia!

Postlude

† Feasting on the Word Worship Companion, Year B, Vol. 2 ©2014 Westminster John Knox Press. Used with permission.

§ Modified/written by Rev. David Huber

Worship Leaders

Pastor: Rev. David Huber • Ministers: All the people of Plymouth •  Pianist: Lynn
McFadyen • Liturgist: Ben Bechle

We of Plymouth extend to you our hand of fellowship and an invitation to become a
member. If you are interested, or have any questions, please speak with or send a note
to Pastor David or our Moderator, Barb Kleist. Our table always has room for more.
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Cross illumination for September is sponsored by Pete Spitt in memory of his brother
Wallace and his wife Sharon.

This Week at Plymouth

Sunday, September 26
10:00 A.M. Coffee
10:30 A.M. Worship
Tuesday, September 28
10:00 A.M. Quilters

Sunday, October 3
World Communion Sunday
Community Table offering
10:00 A.M. Coffee
10:30 A.M. Communion Worship

We pray for:
• All houses of worship—churches, temples, and mosques in the Chippewa Valley who

provide ecumenical and interfaith combined fellowship and service to our
community.

• Adam Wendt and Alyssa Stinson, married yesterday.
• Ken Snart and Jerry Holt, also married yesterday.
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God is still speaking,

Questions for Reflection
Numbers 11:24–29 and Mark 9:38–41 are both concerned with expressions of divine
power that occur outside the bounds of formal leadership and authority. Where have
you experienced God’ mighty or gracious action in the church and in the world? What
does it mean for the church to pray or act in the name of Jesus Christ? How do you
account for gifts of the Spirit that seem to spill out beyond the church’s control?

Household Prayer: Morning
God of heavenly glory, brighter than the midday sun, as each day tells your wonder,
may the words of my mouth be acceptable to you, my rock and my redeemer. Amen.

Household Prayer: Evening
God of heavenly glory, deeper than the midnight dark, as each night sings your
mystery, may the dreams of my heart be acceptable to you, my rock and my redeemer.
Amen.

Who we are...
Plymouth UCC is an Open and Affirming congregation, embracing diversity and
affirming the dignity and worth of every person, since we are all created in God’s image.
We welcome into full membership and participation in the Body of Christ persons of
every race, ethnic background, age, gender identity and expression, sexual orientation,
physical or mental ability, socio-economic background, marital status and background.
We welcome all to share in the life, leadership, ministry, fellowship, worship,
sacraments, responsibilities, humor, and blessings of participation in our congregation.

Spiritual Care Package


