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The Family of God Gathers

Gathering Music “Change My Heart O God, Cleanse Me”

arr. Don Wrytzen

Greeting

*Call to Worship †§

L: God our creator invites us to the creative work of discipleship. God calls us to
build our lives: 

P: to restore broken places and continue to grow. 
L: God calls us to build our faith: 
P: to study the Word and ponder its interpretation. 
L: God calls us to build our community: 
P: to create bridges of understanding and systems of justice. 
L: God calls us to build a future of hope: 
P: to preach the good news of God’s love and liberation for all people.

*Opening Hymn “O Come All Ye Faithful”

O come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem.
Come and behold Him, Born the King of angels;

Refrain
O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.

Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation;
O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God, Glory in the highest; Refrain
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*Prayer of Confession †
God of our restoration, whenever we come home to you, we realize how far we
have strayed and how much we have forgotten of your law and your love. We
have not loved you with our whole hearts or loved our neighbors as ourselves.
Forgive us, heal us, and restore us to our relationship with you; through Jesus
Christ, in whom we trust. Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon †§

L: God’s Word, Jesus Christ, does not come to condemn us, but to revive our souls.
In Jesus’ name, you are forgiven!

P: You are forgiven!
L: May the peace of Christ be with you!
P: And also with you!

*The Sign of Peace

Centering Music Verse 1 Bulletin page 7 “Christ Be Our Light”

The Service of the Word

Psalm 19
L: The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims his

handiwork. 
P: Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night declares knowledge. 
L: There is no speech, nor are there words; their voice is not heard; yet their voice

goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world.
P: In the heavens he has set a tent for the sun, which comes out like a

bridegroom from his wedding canopy, and like a strong man runs its course
with joy. 

L: Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the end of them; and
nothing is hid from its heat.

P: The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; the decrees of the Lord are
sure, making wise the simple; the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing
the heart; the commandment of the Lord is clear, enlightening the eyes; the
fear of the Lord is pure, enduring forever; the ordinances of the Lord are
true and righteous altogether.

L: More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; sweeter also than
honey, and drippings of the honeycomb.
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P: Moreover by them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great
reward. 

L: But who can detect their errors? 
P: Clear me from hidden faults. 
L: Keep back your servant also from the insolent; do not let them have dominion

over me. Then I shall be blameless, and innocent of great transgression.
P: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable to

you, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.

Gospel Luke 4:14–21 

Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report
about him spread through all the surrounding country. He began to teach in their
synagogues and was praised by everyone. 

When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the
synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the
scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the
place where it was written: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has
anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to
the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to
proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to
the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him.
Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your
hearing.”

Sermon

Offering

*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise God all creatures here below
Praise God above ye heavenly host
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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*Prayer of Dedication of Gifts and Self †§

God of life and of new life, bless these gifts that we give to you, and bless the
spirit gifts that you give to us, that we may use them faithfully to bring your
good news to the poor and proclaim release to the captives and recovery of
sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, and to proclaim the year of the
Lord’s favor. Amen.

Joys and Concerns

Prayers of the People

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever. Amen.

*Closing Hymn 43 Verses 1 & 2  Bulletin page 8

“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”

*Benediction †§

L: Go into the world and proclaim the good news!
P: We go boldly as Jesus’ disciples, trusting in the Spirit’s guidance.
L: Christ’s light is within you, do not cover it up.
P: We go to shine God’s light wherever we see darkness. Amen!

Postlude “In Christ Alone My Faith Is Found”

arr. Carol Tornquist
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† Feasting on the Word Worship Companion, Year C, Vol. 1 ©2012 Westminster John Knox Press. Used with permission.

§ Modified/written by Rev. David Huber

Worship Leaders

Pastor: Rev. David Huber • Ministers: All the people of Plymouth • Pianist: Lynn
McFadyen • Liturgist: 

We of Plymouth extend to you our hand of fellowship and an invitation to become a
member. If you are interested, or have any questions, please speak with or send a note
to Pastor David or our Moderator, Barb Kleist. Our table always has room for more.

Cross illumination for January is sponsored by Lil Savage in memory of her parents.

This Week at Plymouth

Sunday, January 23
10:30 A.M. Worship
Tuesday, January 25
7:00 P.M. Dartball

Bethesda Gold at Plymouth

Sunday, January 30
10:30 A.M. Worship
11:30 A.M. Annual Meeting

We pray for:
• All houses of worship—churches, temples, and mosques in the Chippewa Valley who

provide ecumenical and interfaith combined fellowship and service to our
community.
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God is still speaking,

Question for Reflection
The Old Testament “year of jubilee” to which Jesus refers in his first sermon—what
some have called his “mission statement”—was a time set aside every fifty years to
forgive financial debt and redistribute the land among the people. Why do you think
God envisioned a year of jubilee, and what might that look like in our world today?

Household Prayer: Morning
Holy One, thank you for the gift of this new day. Help me to stay attentive to your
creation and mindful of your teachings as I travel through it. Empower me to see and
spread the good news of your grace for all people. Amen.

Household Prayer: Evening
Holy One, thank you for the gift of today. Thank you for all the ways that I saw your
glory and learned your teachings, beyond speech and words, in the course of this day.
As I drift to sleep this night, draw me closer to you, my rock and my redeemer. Amen.

Who we are...
Plymouth UCC is an Open and Affirming congregation, embracing diversity and
affirming the dignity and worth of every person, since we are all created in God’s image.
We welcome into full membership and participation in the Body of Christ persons of
every race, ethnic background, age, gender identity and expression, sexual orientation,
physical or mental ability, socio-economic background, marital status and background.
We welcome all to share in the life, leadership, ministry, fellowship, worship,
sacraments, responsibilities, humor, and blessings of participation in our congregation.

Spiritual Care Package


