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The Family of God Gathers

Prelude “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”

Please let the prelude be a signal to prepare for worship.

Greetings

Call to Worship †
L: Alleluia, Christ is risen!
P: The Lord is risen indeed, Alleluia!
L: Blessing and honor is yours, O God.
P: Glory to God forever. Alleluia!

Opening Hymn 473 Bulletin page 7 “Blessed Assurance”

Prayer of Confession †
Holy God, we confess that we have strayed from your paths of right relationship
and peace, and we have dishonored you, ourselves, and your creation; we repent
of these hurtful ways. Forgive us, we pray, as we learn to forgive others, and
guide our feet into the way of peace. Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon †§

L: God’s mercy flows as abundant as the rains of spring. In Jesus’ name, you are
forgiven!

P: You are forgiven! Alleluia!
L: May the peace of Christ be with you!
P: And also with you!

Passing the Peace
Now please take a moment and share the peace with those in your household and/or offer
a moment to send prayers of peace to those you love who are not with you.
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Centering Song Verse 1 Bulletin page 8 “Jesus Come! For We Invite You”

The Service of the Word

Psalm 23 
L: The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. 
P: He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still waters; he

restores my soul.
L: He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake.
P: Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are

with me; your rod and your staff—they comfort me.
L: You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head

with oil; my cup overflows. 
P: Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall

dwell in the house of the Lord my whole life long.

Gospel John 10:22–30 

At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter,
and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. So the Jews gathered
around him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the
Messiah, tell us plainly.” Jesus answered, “I have told you, and you do not believe.
The works that I do in my Father’s name testify to me; but you do not believe,
because you do not belong to my sheep. My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and
they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one will
snatch them out of my hand. What my Father has given me is greater than all else,
and no one can snatch it out of the Father’s hand. The Father and I are one.” 

Sermon

Sermon Hymn 479 Bulletin page 9 “God Is My Shepherd”

The Response to the Word

Offering 
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Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise God all creatures here below
Praise God above ye heavenly host
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication of Gifts and Self †§

Divine Shepherd, you anoint us with the oil of gladness; your love overflows our
hearts. Accept our offering for the good of the world as we joyfully give thanks
for our life in you. Amen.

Joys and Concerns

Invitation to Prayer

Prayers of the People
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Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever. Amen.

Closing Hymn 245 Bulletin page 10 “The Day of Resurrection”

Benediction †§

L: Go forth to follow paths of righteousness; go forth to follow paths of peace. 
P: God’s goodness and mercy will follow us as we serve the risen Lord.
L: May Christ the Good Shepherd bless and guide you this day and always.
All: Amen!

Postlude
“How Great Thou Art”

† Feasting on the Word Worship Companion, Year C, Vol. 1 ©2012 Westminster John Knox Press. Used with permission.

§ Modified/written by Rev. David Huber

Worship Leaders

Pastor: Rev. David Huber • Ministers: All the people of Plymouth • Pianist: Lynn
McFadyen • Liturgist: Deb Zehms

We of Plymouth extend to you our hand of fellowship and an invitation to become a
member. If you are interested, or have any questions, please speak with or send a note
to Pastor David or our Moderator, Barb Kleist. Our table always has room for more.

Cross Illumination for May is sponsored by Mimi Pederson in honor of Plymouth
congregation.
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This Week at Plymouth

Sunday, May 8
Prayers for the People
10:00 A.M. Coffee
10:30 A.M. Worship
Tuesday, May 10
10:00 A.M. Quilters

Sunday, May 15
OCWM offering
10:00 A.M. Coffee
10:30 A.M. Worship

We pray for:
• The General Minister and President of the United Church of Christ Rev. John

Dorhauer and Wisconsin Conference Minister Rev. Franz Rigert, along with all UCC
staff at the national and Conference level

• These individuals/families: Judy Insteness, Rob & Linda Jaenke, Larry & Barb
Kleist, Susie Kleist, Charline Kozlowski
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God is still speaking,

Question for Reflection
Psalm 23 affirms that God supplies our every need. How do our lives change when
we trust this great promise of God?

Household Prayer: Morning
Holy God, you have called a people to be your family out of every tribe, language,
and nation, to love and serve you daily in a world of beauty, complexity, and
diversity. Help us to honor and respect the dignity of difference as we seek to be one
with you and each other this day and always. Amen.

Household Prayer: Evening
O Shepherd of all, you have brought us to the close of another day; for this gift and
the blessings we now name, we give you thanks. . . . All that we have and all that we
are come from you; and so, trusting in the goodness of your divine care, let us lie
down this night in peace, that tomorrow we may rise to greet you in resurrection joy.
Amen.

Who we are...
Plymouth UCC is an Open and Affirming congregation, embracing diversity and
affirming the dignity and worth of every person, since we are all created in God’s image.
We welcome into full membership and participation in the Body of Christ persons of
every race, ethnic background, age, gender identity and expression, sexual orientation,
physical or mental ability, socio-economic background, marital status and background.
We welcome all to share in the life, leadership, ministry, fellowship, worship,
sacraments, responsibilities, humor, and blessings of participation in our congregation.

Spiritual Care Package


